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SHICH ARE GOING FORWARD
IN PORTO RICO.

S T e
4N SFFORT TO APPORTION LAND TAXES MORE
FQUITABLY-TAXES REMOVED FROM THE
gALD OF BREAD AND MEAT AND
PLACED UFON LIQUOR AND TO-

A BACCO-SANITATION AT
i . BAN JUAN.

i-e gan Juan. Porto-Rico, March o
Nothing shows more clearly the character of
military administration than Its general or-

. From the first that of Major-General Guy
y. Henry has heen marked by a spirit of toler-
% of progress and of iustice, no less than by
fon and flrmness. His orders appear to be

r the productions of a civil governor than
a military ecommander, for few soldlers, from
ghe DATUTO of their education and training, have
|deas upon taxation, municipal govern-

¢ and allied subjects. They are not axpect-

o o be slatesmen or political economlsts, but
General Henry is proving himeelf to he somae-
thing of both. as tha foliowing general orders of
¢t date Wil demonstrate, Here is one upon

the subject of taxation:
n order 1o remedy the evils due to unjust ap-
rtionments, tha following are the orders con-
’orntnl the taxation of lands on thls island;
cern N ation from this order, or excess in taxa-
sy der it, will, upon being reported to thesa

L :g.mn-. reault in the punishment of the

ding parties:
“"m_g-rn. assessment of taxes upon lands

will hereafter be made in accordance with the
various eultivations existing In the lsland and
be quality of the land taxed,

gecond—In accordance with the various culti-
vations thera will he taxes on cane lande, coffes
jands, tohacco jands, pasture lands, minor prod-
uce lands and forest lande.

Third—In arcordance with the quality of the

there will be taxes of the first, second and
1hird classes—the first class comprising the best
jands, the second class the mext best, and the
third class the poorest,

Fourth—On all lands of the first class thera
will b8 & 18X nf onn peso per cuerda (acre); on
all lapds of the second class a tax of .00 peso
wmgz; on all lands of the third class a tax
of 25 pesc per cuerda.

fifth—Each municipal corporation will ap-

nt & classifying commission which wiil select
fub-commissions in the differsnt districts of
sach township, these suib-commissions to report
o the classifying commission on the class of
fands in their respective districts,

gixth-—-These commissions will be gulded by
the following instructions:

(a) First-clasa cane iands are plains and val-
feys and other alluvial lands lyving near settled
eommunities, highways, rallroads and seaports,
apd the lands of drained lagoons and mangrove

1]

(a) Serondl-class cane lands are the highland
plaine, generally surcharged with oxides of iron
and known in tha country as claylsh lands.

{b) First-class coffee lands are valley lands
sad hills abounding in organie detritus,

{b') Second-class coffea lands are highlands
paving a calearecus or limy formation.

(¢) First-class tobacco lands are valley lands
watered by rivers.

{o') 8econd-clasg tobacco lands are loamy
pighiands mixed with clay and pand,

{¢*) Third-class tobacco lands are sandy lands
along the coast and calcareous lands among the
hlls

{d) First-class pastura lands are valleys, la-
goons and glens, whers grow “malojilla” and
Guinea grass.

(4') Second-class pastures lands are those on
tha hills and on the coast where grow Guinea
and dog grass,

("'} Third-class pasturs lands are those along
ths coaxt and Ilmy hills where grow only brush,
“rat-tail.” sweet grass, etc,

h:: First-clags minor produce lands are valiey
£

(¢') Seennd-class minor produce lands are
highlands.

{¢") Third-class minor produce
sandy and limy lands.

if) First-class forest lands are those growing
virgin forests whose timber can supply buliding
and cabinet woods—e. g, “aceitillo,” cedar,
“eaph.” “ausubo' ste.

(") Sprond-class forest lands are Jands with a
rocky and calcareous soll growing only bushes
avaiiable for fuel

d axes on lands whose owners reside
abroad will be increased by DO per cent.

Fighth—All ordinances or decrees conflicting
with the provisions of this order are hereby re-
voked and rendered null and vold.

CRANGES

lands are

The foregolng order has heen greatly discussed
cpon the island, and public opinlon is still di-
vided as to its excellence, but its ultimate re-
gulte can scarcely fail to ba beneficent, If it so-
cures an equitable epportionment, at least justice
will have been done., Of course, thosa whose
taxes shall be increased under Its provisions
will complain, but thelr opposition will be off-
#et by the approval of the greater number who
will pay less than formerly, as It is sald that the
general result will be a reduction.

Btrange as it may seem, the principal munie-
fpal taxes were formerly placed upon bread or
fiour and meat, while tobacco, clgars and cigar-
ettes and alcoholle drinks were almost untaxed,
thus reversing the usual order of things. And
Indeed It {8 rather difficult to determins which
class of articles s consldered the most necessary
kere. General Henry has, however, declded the
matter by the publication of an order declaring
the industry of making and sclling bread free
from all municipal taxation, and mak!ng the
fale of heef, pork or mutton entirely frea from
all taxes, whether direct or indirect. All Indus-
tries hased upon the sale of meat, such a8 those
of victuallers, butchers and slaughter-houses,
&% also exempt from all municipal dues.

In order to make up for the reduction in
municlpal receipts occasioned by these exemp-
Yons, municipal corporations are authorized to
s5us licenses for the sala of all llquors, clgars,
cigarettes, smoking and chewing tobacco, in
whatsosver shape or form. The following sched-
ule or tarlff of taxation on liquors and tobacco
# proposed to the municipal corporations, which
Al may ba modified to meet the requirements
of their respective localities:

For every liquor or tobacco store or stand in
towns of from 5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, $50;
in towns of from 10,000 to 15,000 inhabitants,

; in towns of from 15,000 to 20,000 inhab-
l"-&“ﬂl-!. £70; in towns above 20,000 inhabitants,

The following order, while it caused dissatls-
,Mction among the relatively small creditor class,
Wwas thoroughly approved by the more numerous
dsdior class, in whose Interest, at least when
Mgriculturists, 1t was issued:

In view of the facts that it has been repre-
#nted to the Department Commander by peti-
ton and otherwise to his satisfaction that, owing
10 tre crisis caused by the late war and by the
lnrm,\-_ of money of the island seeking invest-
ment, planters owning valuable estates are un-
ble tn meet their debts, and that, a number of
firms in lquidating thelr business Interests in

island are proceeding to foreclose mortgages
o plantations to the great distress of the own-
oy thereof, and under exlsting laws these pro-
teadirigs are of a summary nature, so thut
Mtual =ales can be effected In thirty days from
tima judicial notice s given, thus allowing
tors no sufficient opportunity to ralse money,

I8 hereby directed in the Interest of equity
And to suve the agricultural industry from loss
&0 ruin that the sald law of foreclosure and
Al isgal or judicial proceedings thersunder with

renoe Lo agricultural property and machin-
Y ha and they are hereby suspended for tne

|
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Sickly Children.

A weak, puny, pale child needs an
irontonic to flil the veins with the
red sorpuscies
of hsaith,

feed the blood with ironin aform
that Iseas!ly assimilated. They are
exactly what sickly chlidren re-
l Quire.

| 8 toletain a box. Sold by a3 druggists.
5 3

'GEN. HENRY'S REFORMS.

period of ona year from this dat
e, namely, Janu-
::)‘; 19, ., provided that the 'Intemt{m such
ts 18 pald when due at a rate not exceeding
'1"}?1: mt pcir annum.
er 18 not intended to affect proceed-
:l;::‘for the collection of insular or municipal
That this order may bhe put into Immediate
operation, It ia directed that it he printed in the
Official Gazette,” and also promptly communi-
cated to all alcalden, judges and courts on this
Island for their information and compllance,

As evincing General Henry's determination
to uphold the clvil authority In the island and
make It supreme, even over the military author-
ity, the followlng order s quoted:

It has heen determined at places or towns
where apparently troopsa and cltizens do not
harmonize, owing to Improper Interference of
troops, to withdraw such from those towns and
to hold the alcalde and his council strictly re-
sponsible for law and order in his municipality.
If they fall to preserve law and order or show
an indifference and neglect of duty, towns in
which eaid neglects oceur wlll be put under a
military officer and necessary troops, and the
functions of the alecalde, council and courta ha
Iu:;‘:_pended. and the town governed by military

In the proponsed movement of troops Aaway
from the Island, many towns must thus be left
without troops, and If the civil authoritles can or
will not do thelr dutles, the military will do them
for them. If counclls are composed of men who
are indlfferent to progress, honesty of actlon, or
not properly representing the people, they will,
on representation to thesa headquarters by the
businesa men of the munleipality, be relleved
and others put In their places,

It Is hoped that {t will not bs necessary to
make' an example of any municipality by thus
ghowing that they are incapable of governing
themselves, and thus Injure the island and stop
its progresa, or future leglalation,

Thia order will be eommunlcated to all con-
cerned, and placed In the “Oficial Gazette,"” or
other papers of the island.

After all, the most serfous problem confront-
ing milltary governmentis In the troplcs is the
sanitary condition of the principal cities. San
Juan, although the walled portion {a less than
a mile long, and from a quarter to half a mlle
wide, contalns about thirty thousand inhah-
itants, not to mention horses, dogs, cats, goats
and poultry. TUp to the present writing there
has never been a waler system or sewerage,
although both are in progress of sstablishment.
Tha city proper s well paved, and its streets
are usually cleanly; but the earth upon which
it is bullt 18 Mterally honeycombed with cess-
pooie, which are in dangerous juxtaposition with
the clsterns, for rain water has been the only
supply for four hundred years. At night the
odor from the cesspools is so foul as to be al-
most unendurable, Excavatlons for the cess-
pools have been ordered, and a Board of Health
has been appolinted, not only in San Juan, but
in every city and town upon the Island.

—_ e
RUMOR AROUT THE CULVER ROUTE,

THE LON« ISLAND'S LEAER BAID TO HAVE
BEEN TRANSFERRED TO BROOKLYN
HAPID TRANEIT.

1t was reported yesterday that the Long Island
Rallroad Company had transferred to thoe Brook-
lyn Rapid Transit Company its lease of tha Proa-
pect Park and Coney lsland Rallroad, the “Culver
Route,” control of which line would give the Rapid
Transit company & virtual monopoly of the Coney
Istand buslness; and also that the Rapld Transit
company had made arrangements with the Laong
Island Rallroad Company for extending Its recently
acquired Brooklyn and Prighton Beach Rallroad
into Manhattan Beach, which property Is con-
trolled by the Long Island Presldent Baldwin of

the Long Island Railroad Company when asked
yvesterdny nfternoon by a Tribune reporter what
asls théra was for these storles, answered: “There
is nothing to say about them."

It was sald vesterday that the Brooklyn Rapld
Transit Company would begin In a few days to
equip the Brighton Beach road with overhead elec-
tric wires, the plan being to make it a practical
extonslon of the Rapid Transit system and operato
1t l'? conjunction with the Kings County Elevated
road.

—_e
CONFERENCE ON BOWLING GREEN SITE.

There was an informal conference at the Custom
House yesterday between Collector Bidwell and
nine of the fourteen property-owners who control
tho Howling Green gite on which it is proposed to
erect the now Custom House, No propositions wero
advanced on elther side, but a committee, conslst-
ing of J. Frederlck Kernochan, . 8. Brown and
N. Banborn, was appointed to consult with the
other owners, to the end that the Government may
acquire the property by private sale instead of re-
sorting to condemnation proceedings. The com-
rr;;ir_t:a will meet to-morrow at Mr. Kernochan's

Le.
0 s i
FRENCHMAN ARRESTED A8 HE LANDS.

Among the welcoming crowd on the Hamburg-
Amerlcan Line pler yesterday who threw kisses
and waved handkerchiefa to thosa on the deck of
the incoming Spaarndam was one man with a
warrant in his pocket. Among the crowd of pas-
sengers who came smiling down the gangplank was
Angelo Bquassoni, with 160 francs in his posses-
slon, an sdmiring wife upon his arm and glad
antlelpation of & new lfe In Amerlea in his heart.
The man with the warrant tapped M. Bquassonl
on the shoulder and told him he wae under arrest.

The scene changed at once. Squassoni, who ls a

voluble Frenchman, stormed and protested. His
wifo became hystericu]l and seemed as if about 1o
leup into the river, Sho was restralned, Hhowever,
and ac-ompanied Deputy Marshal Bernhardt and
her Rusband to the court of United States Commis-
sloner Shields, where BSquasson! Was formally
charged with embezzling 6,350 francs from n marhle
dealer, Phillp Sarcle, his employer, in Marseilles,
France.

The prisoner refused to gay anyihing to Commis-
gloner Bhields, and was committed without buil
1o LuMow Strest Jall to awalt extradition procesd-

fnga.

e i
MUST PAY THE WATER TAX.

The application for a writ of mandamus, mads
by the Dominican Church of Our Lady of the
Hosary, directing Water Commigsioner William
Dalton to relieve that institution from the payment
of water rent, on the ground that the institution
was primarily a home for needy and destitute chil-
dren, was denled by Justice Russell In the Suprema
Court yesterday. The motion for & mandamus was
to test the right to exemption from water rent of
all tha Roman Catholle parochial and educational
schools and convents, and the amount at stakes was
several thousand dollars a year.

e
CANDY POISONED, BUT NOT DEADLY.

Professor Witthaus, the expert chemist, reported
to Captain McClusky of the Detective Bureau yes-
terday that he had made an analysis of the cough
drops which were sent to Max 8turk, proprietor of
the Cosmopolitan Cafe, No. 1 Becond-ave., last week
by & man thought to be Charles Freeman, who sent
o letter to & newspaper In which he signed himsalf
by this name and “Denouncer of the Pope.” He
gald that he had sent the candy to two persons.
The other i5 & member of the firm of F. R, FPustet
& (0., of No, i? Harclay-st. The manager of this
nouse, BEdmund G, Beiz, sald he had recejved some

powders in an envelops addressed to the firm, and
that after he accidentally inhaled somn he felt siok.

The cough drops, rofessar  Witthaus sald,
showed that they had been coated with ferro
cyanide of potassium. He declared that although
the ferrocyanide of potassium Is polson it s not
necessarily a deadly one, and that thera was not
enough polgon in all the candies In the box to kill
A man.

e . .
FINED FOR ALLOWING BOYS TO PLAY POOL,

Ramon Xiques, jr., twenty years old, who man-
ages a poolroom at No, §88 Bowery for his father,
Ramon Xiques, sr, was fined $150 In tha Court of
Speclal Sessions yesterday for permitting bovs of
twelve and thirteen years old to play pool in his
place. Tha Fenal Code particularly defines the ags
at which minors may play bllilards and pool in
open and public places an sixteen,

Xlqies, sr., awns three places, all poolrooms, on
the Bowery, at Nos. £, 14 and 82. Tha conviction
was brought about by the Gerry soclety, In pass-
ing sentence the Court sald that such places must
be made to feel the heavy hand of the law. The
fxiher pald the fine and the defendant was dis-
charged.

— et e
A CHILD DECIDES AN ELEGTION.

Littls Falls, N. Y., March 23—Tuesaday's village
elertion tn Dolgeville resulted in a tie for FPresi-
dent between Julius Breckwoldt, Republican, and
1. B. Fenner, Democrat. [Last night the village

trustees had a number of ballots put in a hat and
& blindfolded ehild drew one, It contained Breck-
woldt's name, and he was declared elected.

"
PENNAYLVANIA COWS DIE FROM ANTHRAX

Towanda, Penn, March 23.-Dr. R . Rice, tha
representative In Bradford County of the BHtate
Live Btock Sanitary Board, to-day completed an
examination in the case of five cows belanging to a

farmer l.:‘ lil’?ma:o?l.-dmd he :;-tx#?‘u:cuﬂ:‘l;;: 3'1

t much-dr " "
:n‘:i.n I?;vodl«; since March 18, each living only &
sbort time efter becoming zick

SOUTH SEA SHOALS.

THE FAILURE OF THE TRIPARTITE
AGREEMENT.

NECESSITY FOR STRENGTHENING THE NAVY AND
OCCUPYING FERMANENTLY THE COAl-
ING BTATION AT PAGO-PAGO.

Washington, March 23 (Special).—History often
repeats Itself, not as an echo does, nota for nota
and tone for tone, but rather like a musician, who
reproduces a theme under numerous forms with
different varintlons, so that an unaccustomed ear
does not always follow the original motive as it
winds {ta way through n more or less confusing
labyrinth of sound. Experts in muslo and In state-
eraft ought, however, to recognize the underlying
prineiplo of each new deyelopment and he able to
determine its valus as groundwork for futurs com-
binatlons. The rule of thren may succesafully solve
problems In proportlon, but the rule by thres has
never yet cleared up the diMculties of any compll-
cated gituation. Government by triumvirates means
the forcible or diplomatic elimination of two ele-
mente out of three, or elss a discouraging series of
“new deals”—supremacy or scrimmage,

The first Roman triumvirate led to the triumph of
Julius Cmsar, The second eecured the sovereignty
for Octaviug. Tha triumvirata of the 1Sth Brumaire
slmply transformed First Consul Bonaparts into
the Emperor Napoleon. The moat brilllant coall-
tlons formed by men of the same race, languags
and traditlons have always proved weak and short
Hved. How much more unstable, then, a govern-
ment obtained by the mere juxtaposition of Indi-
viduals who, diverse In arigin, are set to work to-
gether in a body or appolnted to follow each other
In turn. Yet this last was the system chosen by
the Herlln Congress of 1889 to direct the destinies
of Samoa. Bismarck must have smlled grimly in
his sleeve ag hie helped mix the Incongrucus com-
pound that clvilization offered as a poothing pana-
cea to the disturbed Interlor economy of the South
Bea Islanders. But perhaps ha saw that only In
this wise, without antugonizing two powerful na-
tlons, could Germany's greater commercial Inter-
ests insert the wedpe that In course of time might
open, for her henefit alone, the desirable Samoan
oysier. When necessary n consul coild easily be
recalled—tha dolngs of & Raiel disavowed—while
soma day, In o moment of Amerlcan Indifference
or British preoccupation elsewhere, might come the
chance of drawing quietly within her reach the key
nf the S8amoan situation. The Triple Alllance may
help to preserve the bulance of Europe, but a tripar-
tite protectorate seems to bo a trifle topheavy for
the equilibrium of Samoa.

IMPORTANCE OF COALING STATIONS.

Onea more this triple-expanslon engine s In need
of repair, and the question arises: Can It bs run
at all without producing continual frictlon and
periodia explosion? Is the gama worth the candle
for the Unlted States commercially or otherwise?
Germany has by far the greatest business Interests
there, practically a monopoly, and her citizens form
more than half of the entire whita population.
Commerclally, then, the Unlted Stntes I8 not “in
the ring.” But its Interests in Samoa are not
merely business ones; they are naval as well, and
naval Interests in tha near futurs will ba but an-
other name for Natlonal Interests. Naval authorl-
tles and people who have studled the subject think
the foothold of this country there one not to be
lghtly relinguished or even carelessly retained. Tha
United States has bought Pago-Pago and pald for
it. It is a safo and beaut!iful harbor and would
te a most useful coaling statlon, and to-day coal-
Ing statlons are things no nation that pretends to
& navy at all ean afford to lose or to neglect.
English ships that ean coal every three thousand
miles, nearly all around the globe, know full well
tho value of such ncquisitions to the squadron of
modern times, more helpless, more useless in all
{ts enormous strength when beyond reach of fuel
and friendly dockyards than was even the tiny
flect of Christopher Columbus venturing out on
unknown and stormy seas,

Publle sentiment seems to demand that the United
States morally and physlcally “back up” Its title
to this valuablo possession. Now sentiment in prl-
vate life may sometimes be a cheap juxury, but
public sentiment, whether right er wrong, 18 in-
variably a costly indulgence. Tt must be pald for
Ly the people who, If they Inslst’ on acting upon
11, should be willing to have sufficlent publle reve-
nue appropriated, through the proper channels, to
secure succesafully the ends in view. We have
ut present a finger in several different ples; The
Hawallan tart has fallen into our lap; we have
aequired Porto Rico, wa have lald & possessive
touch on tha Philipplnes and a protective one on
Cuba; we clalm a slice of the Samoan tartlet, and
1f we wish all thess fingers to remaln unmolested
we must guard them in such manner that no steel
gauntlet or another hand will have the power to
crush them; for, other things belng equal, one muat
not forget that 3300 o ton armor pltted against
that costing 350 a ton will, generally speaking,
comn out second best in a colllslon of forces.

ONE LESSON TAUGHT BY SAMOA.

Samoa has already taught us ons valuable les-
son., In the disnstrous hurrleape of 1589 we had o
striking example of the survival of the fittest. In
that fight for lifa pluck and the strongest englines
won the day for the English ship Cualllope., The
commander of the Adler, who managed to save his
crew when he saw his ship was doomed, had pluck
enough; the crew of the Trenton, who =0 lustlly
cheersd the Calllope as ghe scraped by out of the
deathtrap they themselyes were drifting into, had
plenty of pluck; but piuck did not prevent German
und Amerlean ships nlika from being finally re-
duced to junk on the cornl reef of Apia Bay.

“That disaster,” wrote S8tevenson, “Indirectly and
by & process still continulng founded the modern
Navy of the States."

It is an expensive as well as a perilous process
to leurn wisdom only through disaster. This time
the country ought .o profit by tha success that
even a partial preparation made poszsible, and,
whatever elsa it may or may not do, let It Insist
that the Navy get all the men and material It re-
quires, that officers have good ships to command,
engineers fine engines to manage, guUnners the hest
guns to handle, remembering that in an emergency
350,000,000 worth of curs will notl accomplish as much
ns 35,000,000 worth of prevention will do to-day.
Even the superb confldence of successive Presidents
that made it possible to ralse and equip armies In &
few weeks, and to creata expert oMicers in every
branch by n stroke of the pen, reallzes limitations
fn the nautical sphere and is reluctantly, compelied
10 acknowledge that “God Almighty Himsell takes
time 1o make a sallor.” l..me!{( we appenr to have
recognized the fact that weak governments, like
old garments, last longer when judiclously rein-
forced, and the Philadelphla hax been sent to bhack
up our agents at Apla—to relleve Her .\hllealy's
ship Porpolse of the responsibility of sheltering
them whenever political relatlons hecome a trifle
struined. and generally to help pour ofl on tha
troubled waters of Samoan affalrs, The Admiral's
instructions are doubtless peace—and Pago-Pago;
Pago-Pago helng u positive possession and peacs i
jossible conditlon  Nevertheless, when one small
sland holds at the same time two native factions
and three foreign Powers, even to an optimi=tie
mind the prospects for a smooth continuance of a
triangular protectorate seem wall summed up In
the celebrated story of the thres wise men of
Gotham who went to sea In a bowl:

“1f tha how! had been stronger
My story would have been longer."

) A =
colL. HUMPHREY TO RETAIN HIS RANK.

THE ORDER MUSTERING OUT FOUR ASSISTANTS
OF THE QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL ON
GENERAL MILES'S STAFF.

Washington, March 2.—By a decision to-day of
Acting Attorney-Gieneral Richards the four principal
nssistants of the Quartermaster-General and the
quartermaster on the staff of General Miles are
mustered out of service by the legislation af March
s, 1898, The men affected are Majors Willlam 8.
Patten and Crosby P, Miller, now gerving as colo-
nels, and Captains M. C. Martin and F. 4. Hodg-
son, now gerving as tieutenant-colonels in the
Quartermaster's Dapariment here. At present
thers is No quartermaster on the staff of General
Miles.

Al tha beginning of the war Lirutenant-Colonel
Charles ¥. Humphrey was made colonel under the
law., Ha did not serva long on General Miless
Elaff, but war sent to Santlago with (ienera] Shaf-
1er's army. He remained thera until the army was
sent homs, For tha conspicuous services pers
formed during the war Colonsl Humphrey was
mada a brigadier-general of voluntesrs and ngain
sent to Havana as chlef quartermaster of Cuba,
whers ha 18 nt present. He was on the list marked
for muster out which was iasued a few davs ago,
but the order. ao far aa it affecia him, has been re-
voked, and he will continus to hold his rank for

the present.

—————
SPRING AND WINTER WHEAT CROP.
Washington, March 23—The division of tha

wheat erop for 1508, as between spring and winter

wheat, is estimated by the Agricultural Depar:-
ment as follows:

Acres harvested. Bushels Av. yisid.

3"" whast ..... . 15 510,450 202,684,678 150
inter wheat wenness 20,144,848 BK2 462033 Mn
TOARS  aevorrasanss s #4,065,278 75,145,708 153

SFCRETARY ALGER'S RULING,

XO CHIEF OF STAFF TO BP DETAILED TO ANT
PUTY WITHOUT HIS APPROVAL
Washington, March 2.—The following order has

been issued at the War Department:
Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant-General's

!‘e.

Washington, March 23, 1898,
The following declsfon has been made and is th-
lished for the information snd guldance o all

concerned:

War Department, Washington, March 22, 1590,

Ordersd, That hereafter no chief or acting chie!
of staff corps shai be detalled or ordered to any
duty by any authority without the approval of the

Becrotary of War,
R. A. ALGER, Becretary of War.

By command of Major-General Miles:
H. ¢, CORBIN, Adjutant-General.

Thin order of Secretary Alger has been lssued to
set mt rest all questions as to who ls the supremn
authority In tne War Department. It is an old
controversy, dating back to tha time when Jeffer-
son Davis waa Secretary of War and General Scott
Commanding G=neral of tha Army. The last tima
the matter was hrought prominently to the atten-
tlon of the country was during tha Administration
of Presldent Arthur, when Secretary Lincoln wrota
a caustic lettar to Licutenant-General Sherldan,
stating that the staff corps of the War Depart-
ment, with tha exception of the adjutant-general’s
and ths Inspector-general's corps, wers under tha
drect eontrol and subject only to orders by the
Secratary of War,

The order of Sscretary Alger will hereafter In-
elude the chiets of thosa corps under tha sole con-
trol of the Secretary. General Milea Has held to
the construction based upon the letter of Seeretary
Lincoin. The causs for the lssuance of tha order
was A recont order of General Miles to Lilsutenant-
‘olonel Garlington, acting chief of the inspector-
general’s corps in the absence of Gensral Breckin-
ridge, directing ‘olonel Garlington to visit eertain
points In the West on an inspectlon tour. The or-
der of the Secretary doea not refer to General
Hreckinridga'as present duty in Cuba, as he is act-
ing under orders issued by Secretary Alger.

P

MILITARY DEPARTMENTS IN CUBA,

Washington, March 2.—Whila In Cuba Beeretary
Alger will act upon the proposition to divide Cuba
Into four milMary departments. This has been
under consideratlon In tha Department for soms
time, If 4t {8 determinead to do go, after consulta-
tion with General Hrooke, S8ccretary Alger wiil tele-
gEraph to General Corbin to that effect, and the
necessary orders will be issued from Washington.

——
TO OVERHAUL THE BARACOA,

THE DEPARTMENT GRATIFIED AT THR
TION OF THE SPANISH GUNBOAT TO
THE AMERICAN NAVT.

Washington, March 22.—The Navy Department Is
gratified to learn that its representatives, who have
been working for some tima in the vieinity of Bantl-
ago and Guantanamo, have succensded In adding an-
other vessel to the American Navy in the shapa of
the gunboat Baracoa, which waa roported to have
been towed into Santlago yestfrday. Thea HRaracon
was ona of the Spanish gunboats sunk near Guan-
tanamo, She is a useful type of vessel for patrol
work, and Is about 50 per cent Iarger than ths gun-
honts Sandoval and Alvarado, now at the Washing-
ton Navy Yard.

The Baracoa 15 of steel, 114 faet 9 inches long, 18
feat 5 Inches beam and § feet 3 [nches draught.
Her displacement (s 1% tons, and with 220 horse-
power she is able to make ten knots, Bha carries
ane Hontoria gun of 35-inch ealibre, one of 2.7-Inch
enlibre and two machine guns. Probably ghe will
be ordered North s soon as she can be made roady
for the voyuge, to bo thoroughly wvarhauled at one
of the Navy yards.

The Navy Department in still walting to hear
from the Swedish company which proposes to rulse
the Cristobal Colon, The project has not heen
abandoned by any means. Fxpert engineers in the
employ of the company visited the wreck and mude
a eareful study of the sltuation. They returned to
Sweden, and, aceording to their report, hegan the
preparation of exact estimates of the cost of rajs-
fng the ship. They entertained no doubt of their
ability to ralse the ship.

—_———p

THE PRESIDENT TO ADMIRAL SAMPSON,

ADDI-

A LETTER COMMENDING THP LATTER'S ACTION
0N BEHALF OF OTHER OFFICERS.

Washington, March 23.—Admiral S8ampson has re-
eelved from the President the following reply to
his letter of March §, 188):

Executive Mansion,
Washington, March 13, 1805,

My Dear 8ir: T am in receipt of your very con-

gliderato letter of the Bth inst., In which you express

a desire that, without reference to your own inter-

este, the other navil officers who rendered such

conspleuous service in the naval campalgn In the
Indles may have the advancement which you
recommended for them, and in which you ask noth-

West
fhg for yourself. highly commend this disinter-
ested action on your part.

commander-in-chief of the Atluntic naval forces
during the Hrnn!-:l War, In blockading Cuba, co-
operating with the Army, directing the movements
of the great number of vesgels inder vour orders,
and at last, after the most effective preparation,
consummating  with the gallant afflcers and men
under vour command the destruction of the Spun-
{ah fleet, It was In recognition of yvour services and
af your great skill that
Senate for the advancement which vou had earned,
Very truly yours, WILLIAM M'KINLEY.
Rear-Admiral W, T. Sampson, U'. 8. Navy, Coms-
mander-in-Chief of 17. 8. Naval Forces, North
Atlantic Station, United Stutes Flagship Now-
York, Havana, Cuba.

2 e -
NEW TREATY WITH MEXICO.

UNTIL ITE RATIFICATION THERBE I8 NO PROVI-
10N FOR THE EXTRADITION OF
OFFENDERS.

Washington, March 22.—The authoritics hera are
loking forward hopefully to the meeting of the
Mexlean Congresa next month, when the new
extradition treaty, nlready ratifled by the United
States Senate, will be ratifled by the Mexlcan Sen-
ate. Untll then a pecullar condition of affalrs ex-
{sts, as the old extraditlon treaty his expired and
the new one has not gons Into aperation, This
interim makes Mexleo an asyvlum for offenders
from this side, and similarly the Unlted States s
an asylum for violators of the laws of Mexleo. It
s understood, however, that the terms of the new
treaty will not permit this condition to glve perma-
nent immunlty to offenders, Although the treaty Is
gt1ll held in gecret, one of the provisions Is that it

shall be retronctive, covering crimes commIitted
during the present interim. Thia provision, 1t Is
suld, will terminate any brief asvium offenders
may enjoy up to the time the Mexlean Senate
ratifies the treaty,

e e e ettt
T0O RECOGNIZE NEW MINING CLAIMES,

Washington, March 21.—Acting Secretary Metklo-
john has lesued an order stating that gold having
been discovered on the Anvik River and its teibu-
taries within the limits of the mllitary reservation
of Fort 8t. Michael, Alaska, all mining claims In
that reglon, In accordance with the mining laws
and usiges, are to be recognized by the military
authoritles in the reservatlon

s

TO RETURN ARMS T0O EACH STATE.

Washington, March 22.—The Ordnance Bureau of
the War Department has sent & eclreular to thae
Governor of each State In the Unlon stating that
the arms and ordnance stores furnished the volun-
tasrs durlng the Spanish War will be retyrnad to
the State in kind. The circular gives direMions as
to how requisitions shall be lesued for the purposs
of having such arms and ordnance stores returned.

e TESR R
TRANSPORTS GET AWAT.

The transports Dixte and McPherson, which wers
kept from salling on Wednesday on account of the
heavy weather, left the Government pler at the
end of Pacific-st., between & and 7 o'clock yester-
day morning. The Dixle was formerly an auxil-
fary crulser in the Navy, and is bound for Casildo,
near Trinidad, Cuba, from which port she is to
tnke a Tennessea regiment to Bavannah The
McPherson goes on her regular trip to Porto Rico
and Bantlago.

s
ROUMANIA BRINGING DEAD BOLDIERS HOMB

Washington, March 2.—The Roumania has salled
from Santlago with the bodles of 54 soldlers who
dled or were killed in Cuba and 120 from Porto Rico,
The Roumania will arrive In New-York on Tues-
day, where arrangementa will be made to send tha
bodiea of the soldiers to thelr former homes whera
reqiiested.  Where no requests ara made or the
fdentity of the dead soldiers = unknown they will
he ment to tha Arlington Natlonal Cemetery. A
salute will be fired from Governor's Island when
the Roumania arrives

-l —e a
ALGONQUIN RETURNS FROM HAVANA.

Newport News, Va,, March 23 (8peclal).—The rev-
enue cutter Algonquin arrived in Hampton Roads
this afternoon and anchored off IHospital Paint

The Algonquin is from Havana, whera she took
19e Mirina Hospital Service Alsinfecting harg»
The revenus cutter Windom arrived In this harbor
this afternoon from Norfulk

- .
SUBJECT 0OF YALE-HARVARD DEBATE.

Cambridge. Mass., March 13.—The following sub«
jact for the Harvard-Yals debate, which is to be
held in Cambridge on May 12, was announced this
svening by the Intercolleginta Debating Soclety:
“Resolved, That the present method of electing
United States Sanators is preferabls to a system

of election by popular vote™ The question was
sent to Yals to-day, and the latter's cholce of a
side will be announcad In two weeks, or five w
before the debate ltself,

T.et mo n=siure you that
1 have the highest apprecintion of vour services as

I recommended you to the

HOME CAPITAL'S CHANCE.

TROPICAL IMPORTS THAT MIGHT BE
BROUGHT FROM THE NEW
POSSESBIONS.

OVER $200,000,000 ANNUALLY THAT COULD BE
SPENT IN CUBA, PORTO RICO, HAWAIL
AND THE PHILIPPINES, INSTEAD

0OF ELSEWHERE.

Washington, March 23 (Special).—How to expend
wmong our own people mors than $200,000,000 a year
which the people of the United States have been
in the past sending abroad s discussed in the
annual report of the Chlef of tha Bureau of
Statistics, which has just been made publle. The
suggestion grows out of the nearer relations be-
tween the United Btates and Cuba, Porto Rico,
Hawall and the Philipptnes, which hava developed
durlng the year. The report shows that the
people of the United States hava been sending
abroad mora than $250,000000 a year In the pur-
chase of the class of articles produced in thess
islands, which may. with the introduction of
American capital and energy, enormously increass
thelr production and supply practically all of
thosa articles of tropleal growth for which It has
heen necessary In the past to send money abroad.
While it is hoped and expected that the farmers of
the United States will steadily and rapidly incraase
their sugar-producing abllitles through the growth
of the bheet and the establishment of best-sugar
factories, thers =till remains, aslde from sugar,
nearly $200,000,000 worth of tropleal productlons an-
nually importad, and up to the present tima the
total of tropleal productlons imported, including
sugar, has been over $230.000,000 annually.

Discussing this question the report says:

The Interest felt In the prospective effect upon
aur commerce of the avents of the past year hus
heon apparent in the inquirles which have reached
this bureau from every part of the country, Tha
roduction and consumiption of the Islands coming
nto closer relationship with us, and their ability
to supply our own wants and to open A market
for our surplus products, have been the subject
of eager Ir:r;nlry.

This question naturally divides itself Into thres
distinet propositions; First, how much they can
supply of the class of articles for which we hava
in the past been compelled to send money abroad;
gecond. how large a market they can themselyes
aftar for our products; third, uie intreduction to
other markets which their control may offer to
our own producers and manufacturers,

WHY NOT FROM AMERICAN ISLANDS?

Our importations of tha classes of artjcles
produced In the lslands of C'uba, Porto Rico,
Hawail and the Phillppines have for years aver-
aged  fully $50.000000 annually. Of coffea our
{mportations amount to nearly $100,000,000  per
year; of sugar, nearly another $100.000,000, and of
trapleal fruits, tobacco, hemp and other articles of
this charncter, fully 350,000,000 more. All of thess
ara produced readily In these {slands, and In most
cawes thelr production can be greatly increased.
With the Introduction of American capital, energy
nnd Ingenulty, it seems not unreasonabls to As-
sume that they may supply practically all of the
$250, 000,000 warth of J’.m- productions which we hiava
been compelled to buy abroad, and instead of spend-
ing thut money annually among the ;'lﬂople of other
natlons, we shall be enahled to distributa it amon
those having interasts identical with our own, and
representing Amerlcan capltal and American en-
terprise.

It is worthy of nots that a large share of tha
coffen which we annually import now pays an ex-
port tax of 11 per cent hefors lenving the country
of productlon, thus giving o marked advanta tn
those entering upon its production in locailtiea
whera export duties ire not collected,

The following table shows the valup af coffes,
sugur and other tropieal productions Imported into
the United Btates In 189, that ﬂ”" belng selectad
as mare nearly normal than {hosa of later date,
in which changes in tarifft rates affected the year's
record:

valua of principal articles of tropieal
ported Inln;_‘:.!.;‘.o United States during t

roduction im-

June S0, 1

Coffea ... $54,700.124
BURHE ooure sah, 210,773
Fruits and nuts . 18,657,507
Taohaceo SR 18, T, 042
Hemp, Jutl, o0 . .ocevcsnizrasns 11,840, 247
Miscellaneous art v B0, (00

.. .. $201,520, 853

Total
A DIRECT MARKET OFFERED.

Tha direct market offered by the Islands brought
into closer relationship with us by the events of
the year amount {o fully $100,000,000. The annual
importstions into Porto Rico, under normal condl-
tions, amount to about $16,000,000; those into Cuba
about $63,000000, those Into the Philippines about
22,000,000, and Hawall §7.000,000, making a total of
atlout $110.000,000, which seems likely to be greatly
augmented with Inereased productlon and husi-
nesa actlvity. A very large share of the articles
fmported for these markets ls of the classes
produced in the United Btates, and tha disposition
to purchase these largely from the United States
wias apparent even under former adverss condi-
tiors, and especlally so during the period in which
reciprocity agreements so rapldly increased our
exportations to them. Much cater than these,
however, ls the market offere by the countries
enmmercinlly adjacent to the Philippines whosa
Importations amount to $1.200,000,000 annually, and
whose chief points of distributlon lte, many o
them, a8 near to Manila as does Havana to the
city of New-York.

A PR
NOLAN WAS FORCIBLY EJECTED,

JUSTICE GAYNOR'S DECISIVE METHOD OF GET-
TING RID OF A TROUBLESOME MAN.

W. E. Nolan, a Greenpoint plumber, had an un-
pleasant experience In Justice Gaynor's court yes-
terday, and It resuited in his being forclbly re-
moved from the courtroom. Nolan |s a wealthy
man, but he has been acting queerly of late, Some
time ago he did some work for Father O'Hara,
rector of a Catholle church in Greenpolnt, and
thers was n dispute about the payment of the bllL
The disngreement finally led to Nolan's arrest for
disturbing the peace and annoying ather O'Hare.

Then Nolan brought suft In the Suprems Court
for 500,000 damages agalnst Bishop MeDonnell and
Father O'Hara for ulleged false imprisonment, and
when It came to trial before Justice Gaynor tha
latter told Nolan that he would allow him to drop
the sult If he would promise never to bring it Into
eourt agaln.  Nolan sald “All right” and went
away, but this week ha visited the County Clerk
and asked to have a judgment filed. The paper
wis seen to be simply & formal order of discon-
tinuance. He was toid in a joke to fila the paper
in Chautadgqui County. Yesterday he visite Jus-
tlee (uynor's court and demanded an order from
the Justice requiring the County Clerk to fila his
judgment, and asserting that he ecould not obtain
justlce anywhere. Justice Gaypor told him to
walt a few minutes and he wou d get justice, and
fn a4 fow minutes two strong attendants came In
and seized Mr. Nolan, who soon found himself
outside the hall of justice,
—n _", —

ARRESTED 1IN COLON.

1t came out at the Custom House yesterday why
# mysterlous and thorough search was made by
customs officlals on Wednesday of tha Panama
liner Finance before ghe was allowed to reach
The authorities hoped to arrest An as-
sistant engineer, who 18 charged with complieity
fn oplum smuggling. He wis not on board, how-
ever, and tha Customs officlals wera palked, They
sald some one must have “leaked” and warned

the engineer that ho Was wanted here,

At the offics of the Panama Rallroad Steamship
Company R. L. Walker, the agent, told a Tribune
reporter that in an gndeavor to assist th» officiais,
w']:r:l. had been s-nt‘m tha Colon office of the line
to he sura that the assistant engineer in question
should eome north on the Finance, hut just hefora
the vessel safled the man was arreated by the civil
authoritles thera for a breach of the peace, and
could not join his ship.

her pler.

- s
THIS COUNTRY'S TRADE WITH FRANCE,

Washington, March 23.—Henry Peartres, pres!-
dent of the American Chamber of Commerca of
Parls, has had talks with Ambassador Cambon
of France, and Mr. Kasson, Speclal Reclprocity
Commissioner, regarding the Franco-American
reciprocity treaty, now In course of negotiation.
Mr. Prartree brings a fund of information con=
cernlng Amerlcan Interests in France. The Amer-
{eann Chumber at Paris represents thosa most dt-

o year ending

r such ex tra
that the United States
tho markets of the world,
of 1000 will afford an
Franca and to all Burogo
ungod snt;- .bu In re‘tl .m t

“Eu as no : ]

uotive capacity of the United States.’ 84

r. Peartres, "ultn’;ugh this fact is just beginning

ta dawn upon people abroad.”
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FOR UNIFORM FREIGHT RATES.

REPRESENTATIVES OF WESTERN ‘ROAD.
CONFER WITH INTERSTATE COM-
MERCE COMMISSION,
Washington, March 23.—The presidentaf general
managsrs orf other representatlves of about twen-
1y-fiva rallrond companies, comprising almost tha
entire trunk line servies between Chicago and Laks
Michigan and the Ohio and Mississippl rivers and
bayond, wers In executive conference throughout the
day with the Interstate (‘ommerce Coramission.
The result was a verbal axsurance on the part of
all the roads represented to maintain uniform
tariffa through co-overation and the appolntment
of a committes to confer with the Commission to-
morrow looking to more definita and spacific actlon
tor securing general stability in freight rates. This
committes consista of Paul Morton, vice-president
of the Atchison, Topeka and Banta Fe; H. G.
Burt, president of the Unlon Pacific; A, € Bird,
generil trafe manager of the Chicago, Milwaukes
and St. Paul; B. F. Yoakum, vice-president of the
8t. Louis and 8an Francisco; (*. G. Warner, vice-
president of the Missouri Pacific, and Fdward B8,
Washburn, president of the Knansas City, Fort
Soott and Memphis. This committee will meet with
tha Commission to-morrow morning at 10 o'elock.
The general conference closed after being In ses-
sion from 11 o'clock this morning till & o'clock to-
night, and most of the magnates have returned

home.

At tha conferenca each road represenied wAS
eallad on to paport ita frelght tariff conditions gens
erally, whether or not its published rates wars
being carefully observed and what future Alficuls
ties were anticipated. Each reported absoluts
malntenance of published schedules, and tha re-
ports summarized Indicated the most thorough co-
operation in tha Western territory. No road had
any definite complaint of gecret rata practices to
report, and, on the contrary, It was brought out
that several reports of secret practices wers found
to be groundless when tha suspected roads had
heen quietly Investigated. It was recognized, how-
ever, In the discussion that mutual jealousy and
distrust wers somewhat prevalent, and that full
general confidence must ba established,

In view of the enormous volume of trafc now

taxing the carrying capacity of all the roads, th
present at the conference wers inclined to fesl
consilerabla apprehension as to tha future, when
this volume might diminish. or when the formida-
ble lake navigation competition set In, or oﬂth'f
conditlons arlse which ordinarily might demoralize
frelght conditlons, One main point o apprehension
was the difference between the rates on grains
and other products for export and thoss for do-
mestle use A materfal difference which was ar-
knowledged, but as to the necessity of which the
raliroad officials differed in thelr views. No defls
nita action on this line was taken, however.

The Anti-Trust law, taking away the legal sanc-
tion of any concerted effort among the roads to
maintaln riates and at the same tima requiring the
observance of published rates, wias (iscussed, and
efforts to overcome this obstacle wera Informally
mentioned. The generil sentiment rs to the reaults
of the conference is that each rond will make a
consistent effort to act falrly toward tha others,
The officials present pledged themselves not 1o devi-
ate from their pubiished tariffs and not to dia-
criminats batween the large and small shippers.

At tha meeting to-morrow definlta action lgﬁ
ba taken looking to insuring as far as g«mli
against possible futurs contingencies which might
precipitate demoralization in rates

st ey T

EX-MAYOR LATROBE OUT FOR OFFICE,

WORKING FOR A RENOMINATION FROM BALTIe
MORE DEMOCRATS — OPPOSITION OF
THE BETTER ELEMENT.

Washington, March 21 (Special).—Ex-Mayor Fer=
Alnand Latrobe Is sald to be exerting himself once
more in Baltimore on hehalf of the old corrupt
Democratle machine. He 1 quietly working up &
boom for himself as a candidate for Mayor. Re-
publicans from that eity =ay that he will not only
fall in this attempt, but that his further efforts to
securas Aldermen in ‘certain wards will coma to
naught. It ghows, however, the persistence of the
Gorman crowd. With all the smashings-up that
their slates have had for several years, they come
agaln into the arena to try concluslons with tha
better sort of Democrits once more, A Maryland
Republlcan in discussing the sltuation in Baltimore
with reference to the apring local elections said to
a Tribune correspondent to-day:

“Latrobe i not in It any more, Thomas G. Hayes
{a the coming man in the Democratic party, Ha
will be nominated for Mayor, and some other day

ssibly for Governor. Gorman will not hereafter
nterfers openly. Hayes, as the Democratic nomi-
nee this year for Mayor, will give our party Just all
1t can do to succesd, if Indeed it can succeed with
anything short of the best management.”

COUNTY CONVENTIONS IN ALABAMA.'

DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION TO CONSTITUTIONAL,
CONVENTION DEVELOPING.

Birmingham, Ala., March 23 (Speclal).—Vesterday's
Democratic county conventions, held to nominate
district delegates to tha Constitutional Conven=
tlon, developed considerable opposition to the con-
vention, In spite of the fact that the party in
pledged to it. Tha opposition was most marked at
points in the “'Black Belt,” where thers |s a largs
negro population, and seems to be based on fear
of the loss of strength in party counclls and in the
General Assembly If the new Constitution elimie
nates the Ignorant negro vote,

A number of conventlons, including that of Jefe
ferson, which pays one-sixth of the State taxes,
adopted resolutions favoring the submission of the

Constitution to be adopted to the peopie, and de-
clared against increasing the maximum of Stats
tax, which Is now 75 cents. The State Convention,
which meets at Montgomery on March 2, to fors
mally nominate the thirty-three dele;nleﬂ-at-ll-l'li
will ‘probably declare [tself on the taxatlon an
referendum questions In the line of action taken to-
day. The Constitutlonal Conventlon will be held
in August, {f the ?mplo decide nt an election to
held tn July to call it.

—————
HOCKING COAL COMPANY TO DISSOLVE,

Toledo, Ohlo, March 23.—The General Hocking
Coal Company, the largest soft coal combination.
in the country, will ceasa to exist on April 1.  All
the minea are on the Hocking Valley Rallroad,
The output of these mines has been 1500000 tons &
yvear, tha Iindividual operators selling thelr product
through the combination. The troubls which has
reaulted in the dissolution of the company has
arisen on all, sldes. There are complaints from
every quarter, and an attempt to rensw the cons
tracts, which expire on April 1, has proved futile,
and much bltterness |s expressed over a settis-
ment. Among the concerns in the Hocking com-
pany are the New Pittsburg Coal Company, the
Columbua and Hocking Coal and Iron 8: pany,
the Sommers Coal Company, Joeeph é'}m«.
Courtwright, Hestler & Co, and the Greendals
("oal Company. In this clty the New Plttsburg
(Company has secured n leasa on the offices of the .
Hecking company, whila another firm has secu
the office force.

Use the WORLD FAMOUS

VIN MARIANI

Marianl Wine Tonle
Marvellous Results in cases of

SPRING F EVER

BALE AT ALL DRUGGISTS EV ERE,
AVOID BUBSTITUTES. l’ﬂllrll’ll and auﬂmn-n‘
MARIAND & €0, B2 W. I8TH 8T, NEW YORK.

——

'Wheatena.

In getting breakfast for an active man the importance of
quick cooking and easy preparation can hardly be over-
estimated. The Health Food Company saw this many years
ago. and has devoted constant attention and effort to se-
cure this essential condition. It meeta its highest develops
ment In WHEATENA, which is, in fact, a cooked food-=
not steam cooked and therefore flavorless, but more deli-
cata in flavor, richer in nutriment and easler of digestion
than any other breakfast cereal. while having a hundred

ysea Impossible to common forms of wheat and oats, prepared by processes which
fmprove the flavor and digestibllity of the royal grain from which it is mades,
and demanding lttle or no labor on the part of the cook, The wayfaring cook,
though a very sithpleton, cannot spoll this fine food If he has Intelligence snough
tn determine when water bolls, to measure fluld and food in the proper pro-
portions, and to mingle them (n the simplest way and at the proper moment. .|
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